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STATE OF NEW JERSEY
DEPARTMENT OF LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY
DIVISION OF CONSUMER AFFATRS
STATE BOARD OF DENTISTRY
OAL Docket No. 1128-06N

IN THE MATTER OF THE SUSPENSION
OR REVOCATION OF THE LICENSE OF

BRUCE 1. LEIBOWITZ, D .D .S.
LICENSE NUMBER DI 9685

TO PRACTICE DENTISTRY IN THE
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Administrative Action

Consent Order

opened to the New Jersey State Board

Dentistry (hereinafter nthe Board'') upon receipt of a complaint

against Bruce 1. Leibowitz, D .D.S. CNRespondent'') that Respondent's

work demonstrated pattern of substandard dental treatment
. A

review of seven patient files indicated that there were

concerns regarding the quality of workmanship and the recordkeeping

and diagnostic imaging done by Respondent .

This matter was
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The Board reviewed the patient records and diagnostic images

for patients R .W., P.H., P.D .W ., J .A ., S.V ., W .K. and and the

testimony of Respondent before the Board on May 2003. The Board

was concerned about Respondent's clinical skills, namely the

perforation the root during the performance endontia;

insufficient post length for the retention

crown and the placement of a crown on a periodontally compromised

t00th (R.W.) placement of a crown on an improperly obturated root

a post supported

canal system and failure to place

prepared for a final crown, and failure to restore

provisional crown on a :00th

a :00th with an

adequately retained direct or indirect restoration (P.D.W.);

placement an inadequate provisional bridge the time of

extractions (J.A.); restoration periodontally compromised

:00th with a post and crown and the placement post

prepared canal space that lacked sufficient length and resistance

and retention form (S.V.); restoration of an endodontically treated

:00th with a post with insufficient length for adequate retention,

and continued recementation of a post and core crown unit (W.K.);

placement post through the furcation and not within the

palatal canal and

treated t00th with

placement post an endodontically

insufficient :00th structure to support the post

and crown (P.H.) and the placement of a post horizontally between

two teeth due to the lateral perforation of the root of one :00th

into the adjacent :00th root (G.S.).
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2005, the Attorney General filed Complaint

that alleged that Respondent engaged in conduct that violated

certain statutes, namely N.J.S.A. 45:1-21(c) gross negligence,

gross malpractice or gross incompetence and N .J .S.A. 45:1-21(d)

repeated acts of negligence, malpractice or incompetence
, as well

as relevant Board regulations governing the practice of dentistry

in the State of New Jersey . Respondent, through his attorney
, filed

an Answer to the Complaint denying the allegations and the matter

was docketed Office Administrative Law before the

Honorable Jesse Strauss, ALJ.

On October

The Board concluded that Respondent has deviated from accepted

care of patients R .W ., P.H.,standards of dentistry practice in his

P.D .W ., J.A ., S.V ., W .K., and

and

contrary to N.J.S.A. 45:1-21(c)

Respondent neither'admits or denies these conclusions of

the Board .

Leibowitz, D .D.s., being desirous of

resolving this matter without further formal proceeding , the

Board having determined that the within disposition is adequately

protective of the public, health, safety and welfare .

$/6 ' day of February 2007
,IS on this

ORDERED :

Respondent Bruce 1.

State Board of Dentistry .

Respondent Bruce

Leibowitz is hereby reprimanded by the
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is utilized in a group practice title, it shall be deleted.

Prescription pads bearing the Iicensee's name shall be destroyed. A desjruction repod
form shall be obtained from the Office of Drug Control (973-504-6558) and filed with that
office. lf no other licensee is providing services at the practice location

, all medications'
must be removed apd returned to the manufacturer (if possible), or destroyed or
safeguarded. ln situations where the licensee has been suspended for a period of less
than one year, prescription pads and medications must be secured in a Iocked place for
safekeeping.

3. Practice Incom e Prohibitions/Divestiture of Equity Interest
in Professional Service Corporations

A licensee shall not charge, receive or share in anyfee for professional services rendered
by him/herself or others while barred from engaging in the professional practice

. The
Iicensee may be compensated for the reasonable value of services Iawfully rendered and
disbursements incurred on a patient's behalf priorto the effective date of the Board action

.

A licensee whose license isrevoked, surrendered or suspended for a term of one (1) year
or more shall be deemed to be disqualified from the practice, apd shall be required to
comply with the requirements to divest him/herself of alI financial interegt in the
professional practice pursuant to Board regulations contained in N .J.A.C. 13:30-8.21.
Such divestiture shall occur within 90 days following the entry of the Board Order

. Upon
divestiture, a licensee shall fofward to the Board a copy of documentation forwarded to the
New Jersey Depadment of Treasury, Commercial Repoding Division, demonstrating that
the interest has been terminated. lf the Iicensee is the sole shareholder in a professional
service corporation, the corporation must be dissolved within 90 days of the Iicensee's
disqualification.

4- Patient Records

If, as a result of the Board's action, a practice is closed or transferred to another Iocation
,the liçensee shall ensure that during the three (3) month periodfollowing the effective date

of the disciplinary order, a message will be delivered to patients calling the former office
premises, advising where records may be obtained. The message should inform patients
of the names and telephone numbers of the licensee (or his/her attorney) assuming
custody of the records. The same information shall also be disseminated by means of a
notice to be published at Ieast once per month for threevt3) months in a newspaper of
general circulation in the geographic vicinity in which the practice was conducted

. At the
end of the three month period, the Iicensee shall file with the Board the name and
telephone number of the contact person who will have access to patient records of former
patients. Any change in that individual or his/her telephone number shall be promptly
reported to the Board. W hen a patient or bis/her representative requests a copy of his/her
patientl record or asks that the record be forwarded to another health care provider

, the
Iicensee shall promptly provide the record without charge to the patient

.
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6.

A disciplined practitionerwhose active suspension of Iicense has been stayed in full or in
part, conditioned upon compliance with a probation or monitoring program

, shall fully
cooperate with the Board or its designated representatives, including the Enforcement
Bureau of the Division of Consumer Affairs, in ongoing monitoring of the Iicensee's status
and practice. Such monitoring shall be at the expense of the disciplined practitioner

.

Probation/Monitoring Conditions

(a.) Monitoring of practice conditions may include, but is not Iimited to, inspection
of professional premises and equipment

, and inspection and copying of patient
records (confidentiality of patient identity shall be protected by the Board) to verify
compliance with Board Order and accepted standards of practice.

(b.) Monitoring of status conditions for an impaired practitioner may include, but is
not Iimited to, practitioner cooperation in providing releases permitting unrestricted
access to records and other information to the extent permitted by law from any
treatment facility, other treating practitioner, suppod group or other individual or
facility involved in the education, treatment, monitoring or oversight of the
practitioner, or maintained by the rehabilitation program for impaired practitioners

.

If bodily substance monitoring has been ordered
, the practitioner shall fully

cooperate by responding to a demand for breath, blood, urine or other sample in a
timely manner and by providing the designated sample.

6. Repods of Reimbursem ent

A disciplined practitioner shall promptly report to the Board his/her compliance with each
directive requiring moniesto be reimbursed to patientsto other parties orthird party payors
or to any Coud.

7. Report of Changes of Address

A disciplined practitioner shall notify the Board office in writing within ten (10) days of
change of address.
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NOTICE OF REPORTING PRACTICES OF BOARD
REGARDING DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS

Pursuantto N.J.S.A. 52:14B-3(3), aII orders of the Newlersey State Board of Dentistry are
available for public inspection. Should any inquify be made concerning the status of a
licensee, the inquirer will be informed of the existence of the order and a copy wil! be
provided if requested. All evidentiary hearings

, proceedings on motions or other
applications which are conducted as public hearings and the record thereof

, including thet
ranscript and documents marked in evidence

, are available for public inspection upon
request.

Pursuant to Public Law 101-191
, the Health lnsurance Portability and Accountability Act

,the Board is obligated to repod to the Healthcare Integrity and Protection Data Bank any
adverse action relating to a dentist:

( 1 )

(2) W hich censures, reprimands or places on probation
, or restricts the right to

apply or renew a license'
, or

W hich revokes or suspends (or otherwise restricts) a Iicense'
, or

(3) Under which a Iicense is surrendered.

ln accordance with an agreement with the American Association of Dental Examiners
, arepod of alI disciplinary orders is provided to that organization on a monthly basis

.

W ithin the month following entry of an order
, a summary of the order may appear on the

public agenda for the monthly Board meeting and is forwarded to those members of the
public requesting a copy. In addition, the same summarywill appear in the minutes of that
Board meeting, which are also made available to those requesting a copy

.

On a periodic basis the Board disseminates to its Iicensees a newsletterwhich includes a
brief description of aII of the orders entered bythe Board

. lp addition, the same description
may appear on the lnternet W ebsite of the Division of Consumer Affairs

.

From time to time, the Press Office of the Division of ConsumerAffairs may issue releases
including the summaries of the content of public orders

.

Nothing herein is intended in any way to Iimit the Board
, the Division or the Attorney

General from disclosing any public dpcument
.
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